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Ve’ahavta Responds to Japan

A massive 8.8-magnitude earthquake – the largest ever in the country – struck the eastern coast of Japan at 14:46 local time, March 11, 2011.

The earthquake’s epicentre was located 130 kilometres off the eastern coast of Japan, and some 373 kilometres north-east of Tokyo. A number of severe 6.4-magnitude aftershocks have followed.

Within minutes, the quake had triggered a tsunami that hit the eastern coast of Japan, and triggered tsunami warnings across 20 countries along the Pacific coast. The death toll and numbers of injured or 

missing continues to escalate.  The world continues to watch and grieve as the death toll rises and Japan struggles with an emerging nuclear emergency.

Ve’ahavta: The Canadian Jewish Humanitarian and Relief Committee has responded to international crises since 1997, including natural disasters in Haiti, Pakistan, Chile, Philippines, and Sri Lanka.  The Ve’ahavta Japan Earthquake fund opened within just hours of receiving the news. Donations continue to pour in as we allocate funds and plan our prompt strategic response. Once again, we are utilizing our extensive expertise and resources in responding swiftly to disasters through our volunteers, our distribution center, and our partnerships with international humanitarian relief agencies.  Ve’ahavta is partnering with the American Jewish Joint Distribution (JDC) and is a member of the Jewish Coalition for Disaster Relief and will be directing its resources through the JDC & the Coalition to support the people of Japan who have been so devastated by the recent earthquake, aftershocks, and tsunami.   

Ve’ahavta has identified local Japanese non-governmental organizations working in the affected areas, including JEN, a Tokyo-based organization specializing in shelter reconstruction, support of the socially vulnerable and emergency supply distribution that has managed to send personnel to the ravaged Japanese prefectures of Miyagi and Fukushima.
Ve’ahavta and the JDC will partner with the Japanese Jewish community to provide funding to a local NGO for emergency needs including food, water, and shelter in the disaster region. The JDC has acquired substantial expertise in earthquake and tsunami-related response in Thailand, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Maldives, and India following the Indian Ocean Tsunami of 2004.

Ve’ahavta is a registered Canadian charity.  For more information please visit www.veahavta.org

